Radon Professional Testing, LLC

Guidance & instructions to follow during a radon test

A test for radon gas is being conducted for this home with a continuous radon monitor that will measure the level of radon (the element Radon-222 which is a gas) by taking a sample every hour and at the end of the measurement period, giving an average for the entire measurement period. The measurement results will be reported in units called picocuries per liter (pCi/L).

4 pCi/L is designated as the action level by the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and at that level and higher it recommends mitigating (fixing the home). Lots more information can be found at the Iowa Department of Public Health, radon division at http://www.idph.state.ia.us/eh/radon_guide.asp 

In order for the monitor to accurately access the level of radon, closed house conditions must be maintained during a 48-hour minimum test, in addition to the 12 hours preceding the test. If the property was not closed for 12 hours preceding the start of the test – our radon monitors can be set for a 12-hour delay before collecting data used in the final results. 

Closed house conditions consist of:


All windows must be kept closed. All exterior doors must be kept closed except for momentary entry and exit.


Heating and air conditioning may operate normally with thermostats set at normal positions. 


Whole house fans cannot be operated. Fireplaces and woodstoves cannot be operated unless they are the primary source of heat. 


The monitor contains a tamper mechanism and will detect any movement of the monitor or disconnection of electricity, which will be displayed in the report. Do not touch it or change its location. 


If the home already contains a permanent radon reduction system, that system should be operating for at least 24 hours prior to the test and for the complete duration of the test. 
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